Modest Hero


Hamilton County salutes Pfc. Howard Lewis, an Inlet soldier of whom this entire county may be justly proud. Recently a member of the 1st Infantry Division of the First Army, Pfc. Howard Lewis, a quiet, modest young man, has turned down well-merited promotion three times because he didn’t want to assume the responsibility of leading other men into combat, and he meant it.  In the meantime he saw plenty of combat himself.


When he recently returned to the home of his parents in Inlet for a brief furlough to be with his mother because his father had been injured, he wore the following ribbons on his tunic: ETO with 6 combat stars, ATO ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor, Good Conduct, Purple Heart with three clusters, Bronze Star with 1 cluster, Silver Star with 1 cluster, the Distinguished Badge (known sometimes as the Presidential Unit Citation), and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.  Quite an imposing array for a fellow who wouldn’t accept promotion.


Howard Lewis was with Patton in North Africa and Sicily, joining the 1st Army of General Hodges in the Normandy invasion.  He has participated in the initial wave assaults in three major invasions - - Oran in North Africa, Sicily and Normandy.  His outfit was the first to break out of Normandy at Marigny, lead the march across France, and outer Germany first, later capturing Aachen.


Twenty-five year old Lewis, a veteran of almost 29 months overseas, was wounded 4 times, one of them on the beachhead at Normandy where he won the coveted Silver Star for the first time, when wounded himself, he saved from drowning three other seriously wounded men.  His second Silver Star came as result of gallantry in action in the Battle of the Mons Convoy.  One Bronze Star was won for distinguished rear-guard action and cluster for outstanding patrol work.


When one hears this almost incredible account, it makes one wonder if his present job doesn’t seem dull by contrast.  Now he is a member of the Cincinnati M. P. Detachment, serving at the Information Desk in Cincinnati’s Union Terminal, cheerfully giving out train data and directing G.I.’s to their destination.  Many a boy recently arriving at the terminal on his way to Fort Thomas has gazed in wonder and perhaps a little awe at those three banks of ribbons, ribbons with such a tremendous story behind them.

