Concord Lodge No. 625 F & A. M.
Masonic Education

Why do brethren not pass between the Altar and the East
when lodge is at labor?

Brethren do not pass between the Altar and the Eastin a masonic
Lodge at labor (except in a degree) becausetheMaster is suppose

to have the GreatLightsconstantly in view. Intheory, atleast, he
draws inspiration from the Altar to preside over thelodge and must
not, therefore, beprevented fromseeing it at any time.

The custom is but a p retty courtesy, but it is rooted in a fundamental

conception of theCraft -- that the Altar is thecenter of Masonry, and
thatfrom it and from theGreat Lights it bears, flow all that there is of
Masonic inspiration and truth and light.

English lodges donot have this problem, since in them a pedestal
nearthe Master is the Altar o n which lies theHoly Book.
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